19 Ak

contemporary artspace

INVITATION

Simone Maynard

Solo exhibition: Fairytales and Fingernails
13th August - 10th September 2011

Opening night: Sat 13th August | 6 - 8pm

Please join us and the artist, Simone Maynard, to celebrate the opening of her solo
show on Saturday 13th August | 6 - 8om

Interview with the artist will be conducted at 7om

Drinks + nibbles provided. RSVP by email or phone before 6th August

I Am Always on Your Side - 2011, Pen and ink, hand-
stitching on paper, hand-stitched onto fabric on canvas,
30 x 30cm



To Surfers Paradise

MERMAD BEACH

Ny WNCHERSET
P

H ACHCSQUARE

LONESTAR

To Burleigh

19 KAREN Contemporary Arispace
19 Karen Avenue
Mermaid Beach, Q 4218

OPEN Tues - Sat 10am-5pm
w > www.19KAREN.com.au
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P > 07 55545019

Bio

Having traveled to Japan 5 fimes, including a 4 month stint living and painting in Osaka,
much of Simone’s previous work has had a strong and recurring Japanese theme. In this
body of work that influence is sfill very hard for her, or anyone who views it fo ignore,
however, there is an additional, underlying personal ‘cultural” influence that is a lot closer
to her own heart... and heritage.

After losing her dear grandfather in 2009, Simone became increasingly curious about her
own cultural heritage. (Her grandfather was Russian.) Circumstances encouraged her to
re acquire a book of Russian fairytales and fables that her grandfather had given her as
a child, a book she remembered so fondly. The similarities to Japanese fables that she
was quite familiar with was rather uncanny, thus in a sense blending a fascination of two
cultures to produce the works seen in Femme, Folk and Fables.

Artist’s Statement

‘Fingernails and Fairytales’ relates to childhood memories and adult anxieties, excitement
and experience. Both are relative to and in many ways continue to influence my work.
‘Fairytales’ represents my childhood memories/experience, things like fables, family
and the creative influences found within those things. My grandfather was Russian and
introduced me to Russian fairytales, my father was, and still is, as a huge fan of comics such
as the Phantom and a big Disney fan, exposed me to a wealth of animation, illustration
and fantastic tales from The Brothers Grimm to the amazingly detailed work of artists like
Norman Rockwell and Norman Lindsay. The ‘Fingernails’ relates more to later influences
and experiences - juggling a full time job and painting and the ongoing conflict and
anxiety with frying to manage my time and express my creative ideas. | am also an
exiremely anxious fraveller - at least on planes - and as my fravels have influenced my
art heavily, namely my time in Japan, and in turn so has my anxiety as it is all part of the
experience and the artistic process.

Fairytales and Fingernails
A Solo Exhibition by Simone Maynard
13th August - 10th September, 2011
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