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THE stresm of Gold Cossters leav-
ing the city for a cultural fix in
Brisbane or Sydney would be
turned arcund if the Evandile
complex went ahead - pumping as
miach as $ billion a year into the
economy, say arts lovers.

" The Arts Centre Gold  Coast
L ' chatrman Kerry Walson, who will
be one of many people heading
along today to have his sav.on the
cultural precinet masterplan o a

series of workshops, said he
thought the project was vital for
the city’s future

“It will be a major tourism
gtiraction for a destination  that
relies on attractions” he said.

"W would be targeting  mujor
Broadway musicals and art shows if
this complex is built

"People would come from the
Gold Coast and all over Australin
and internationally 1o see them.”

The council’s administration
hullding would: be felocated 1o
Robina 1o make way for the com-

plex. which includes & 5000wy m
art gallery and 200(-seat. theatre,
plus & 300-seat drama theatre,

Mr Watson said kens of thou-
zands: of people would head to the
ity annually to see the shows and
the value of the cuftural precinct
could be as high as $1 hillion a year

Senlptor Midpe Johansen said
the city "desperately necded  a
major art gallery”

"People. have been' saving that
the Gold Coast is a cultural desert
for & long lime,” she said

“The art cenlre we have s boo
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Cultural centre would earn
$1b a year, say art lovers

small = we cant even put the Gaold
Coast collection on display bécame
there (8 nol enough spacs

The exigting arls cenlre |
4405 m and only allows the exhs
bition of about 10 per cént of the
aty’s collection. according 1o M
Watson

19 Karfen gallery director Tess
Lew said the city did not have 2
reputation as & cultural ceptre
despite hundreds of artiats and five
commercial galleries: being  based
here The new cultural hub would
be constroetsd by 2017



