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‘Bower Boy Blues’ 

A Solo Show by 

DAMIEN 

KAMHOLTZ 
 

26 June – 24 July, 2010 
 

Opening Night: 26 June, 2010 | 6-8pm 

RSVP by 23 June here. 

 
              Netting the River – 2010, Mixed Media on Canvas, 76 x 76 cm. 

 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
03 June, 2010 
 
Based in Toowoomba, Damien Kamholtz’s paintings reflect a process whereby ideas and images are accumulated 
and layered over time, thus intensifying the complexities of the works. Damien is a two-time Brett Whitely Travelling 
Art Scholarship Finalist, as well as a Finalist in Churchie Art Award, Sulman Art Prize and the Prometheus Visual Arts 
Award. He lectures at the University of Southern Queensland in Art and Pedagogies. He is also the director and 
founder of Play on Play, a creative collective designed to celebrate and support creativity within the community 
while promoting awareness in environmental and multicultural education. 
 
Gallery Directors Terri Lew and Mariam Arcilla are pleased to showcase Damien’s first solo show on the Gold Coast, 
‘Bower Boy Blues’, at 19 KAREN from 26 June – 24 July, 2010. These new works metaphorically explores the notion 
of family tree, ones position within it and the memories and stories that inhabit it. 
 
Damien explains: “The seed idea for the show began while exploring the story of my father’s family.  They migrated 
to Australia in the late 1800’s settling in the Nerang area. This notion has been a conscious starting point but like a 
tree, the physical and further conceptual elements or narratives within the work have been allowed to grow and 
branch naturally. The passing of my mother’s mother while still in the early stages of development for the show has 
heavily influenced the content bringing to the show many of my mother’s stories and memories also.  Inspiration for 
the show grew further with elements of my wife’s family story proudly grafted and my own children’s still growing. 
 
For Bower Boy Blues, the notion that the most personal is also the most universal is evident. “ For while the works 
represent people and subjects close to me,” he says, “they are created in a manner that they are able to be viewed 
and interpreted  in a manner personal  also to the viewer.” 
 
Mariam describes, “there is this quixotic spell about witnessing a Damien Kamholtz painting: it starts with the 
colours, lusciously layered, but restrained at the same time.  You are then captured by the poetic dose of adventurous 
animalia, children’s faces, almost-forgotten sentimentals, fauna in blossom....each part, each layer, acts as a 
fragment, a whisper to an untold story. We are thrilled to present Damien’s new body of work to the public.” 
 
Please join the Artist and the Directors for Opening Night drinks and a small speech to celebrate the launch of 
‘Bower Boy Blues’ on Saturday 26th June, 2010, from 6-8pm.v Drinks and nibbles provided | RSVP by 23 June here. 
The solo exhibition continues until 24 July, 2010. 
 
For Media enquiries, Artwork images and information about Damien Kamholtz please contact 
Mariam Arcilla, via email or ring 0412 940 357. 
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