¢ Giold Coast’s Stan and
Maurcen Duke Gold Coast Art
Competitions of s iad in tin
0 its im
couniry, has added a new
component this year.

The 2011 event includes the
mausgural $50040 Pmple 5 Chaice
Award, bringing it in line with other
important national art awards.

. Terri Lew, director of 19 ﬁlkn L

onlemporary Arlspace a1 Mernss
Beach, has sponsored the mew
wward and said she was motivated to
donate the prizemaoncy “to attract
mare ¢ ing ariists to participate
= the exhibition” and 10 help boost
wrt conlidemce,

This vear 342 emtrics were received
and, from this, 69 works will be
shown to the public for one of oar
cty’s most popular exhibitions.

This year's judge is Davida Allen
-!.d:e lias chosen a rll'h:ﬂc

g of ¢ ary /
a1 practice. This makes the
sxbibition a musit-see art show for
ssyone who wants to know where
Msstralian ant is heading.

This impontant matienal prive has
lsdl 3 couple of name changes since it
Began in 1968, It was first called the
Gedd Coast Art Prize and was
mmamed the Conrad Jupiters Gald

Coast An Prize in the late 19905 It
gained its present name when the late
D Stan Duke became ihe sponsor in
2007, naming it for himself and his
wife, Dy Maureen Duke.

Whatever its name, the competition
hias always been a compelling anc
informative smapshot of Australian
modern ant practice of the moment
and a leader in its field,

1t is now one of the lomgest-running
w%;:mul an prizes in Australia,

year's exhibition will be held

at Gold Ceast City Gallery from mext

Cur region’s nationally acclalimed art

award, the annual Stan and Maureen
Duke Sold Coast Art Prize, goes on

show next weekend and again

provides a snapshot of contemporany
art practicas from around Australia

Saturday, It is a valuable prize,
with an nu'h:i]ht 510,000 awarded
for the winning work, plus another
520,000 made available fnr

is & serious
ith more than 30
perience in the an indusiry,
Ms Allen said she still fmd]udnu
art 1o be “the most difficuli and soul
demsanding job - I am aware that
cvery image has been created by
somenns driven to make imagery’.
Allep is a highly regarded -‘;:d
winning artist, represented in
National Gallery, most Australian
state galleries and the Muscum of
Modern Art in Mew York.

r::punulhll:ly

She took on this year's ju role,

feeling she had *gained a

wisdom in this game of an lld a fair
for artists — plus a

ticality’,

Her ¢ was b0 cull the
collection down to 69 works, thus
climinating nearly 300 of the entries.

“My imstinct obviously played its
role,” she says. “but politically |
wanted to put togetber an interesting
exhibition of work.™

She says she achieved this by
turning herself into ‘the eyes of
the beholder® while remaining

selective and sympathetic to artists
and their entries.,

“I found the tnsk challenging
becanss every singhe artwork entered
was compelling and exciting - but the
limniit of walls in the building
demanded | choose around 60 and
nat the whole lot,” she says.

Her finalists” exhibition, while
diverse in contend, creates a cobesive
collection. All display a very
contemporary arl mood, a strong
focus on the relationship between
man-made and natural sthactures, and
30 considerable direct and indirect
comment on the future of the
Anstralian esvironment,

The 2011 exhibition includes 13
Coast artisis a5 well as & wide ange
af contemporary Australian art
practitiomers, from emerging artists
through to mid-career and established
antists, aged from their 205 to their
Ti=, around the nation.

These artists are showing works in
painting. sculpture, works on paper.
digital and textile art.




